Special Music

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
Sunday, December 16th, 8:30am

Calvary Choir - "Love Came Down" - arr. Paul Williams & David Lantz
OFFERING HYMN

				

O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283

READING 7:
(Isaiah 35) The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. Like
the crocus, 2 it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory of Lebanon will
be given to it, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory of the Lord, the splendor of
our God. 3 Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that give way; 4 say to those with fearful hearts,
“Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he
will come to save you.” 5 Then will the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped.
6
Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in
the wilderness and streams in the desert. 7 The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground
bubbling springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 8 And a
highway will be there; it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk on that Way.
The unclean will not journey on it; wicked fools will not go about on it. 9 No lion will be there, nor any
ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the redeemed will walk there, 10 and those the
Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads.
Gladness and joy will overtake them, and sorrow and sighing will flee away.

Special Music

CLOSING PRAYER
Good and loving God, We give you thanks for coming to us as Emmanuel, God with us. You came
among the poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us, help us to spread your love with
others. With all earth and heaven, we sing for joy at the coming of your son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Angels We Have Heard On High ELW 280

POSTLUDE					

Thank you to all of the musicians and singers who have presented this wonderful service!

Narrators - Dean & Bonnie Holm
Calvary Choir directed by Nolan Weisz
Belle Voce directed by Kayla Noble
Voices of Praise directed by Pamela Phillips
Bellcanto directed by Joyce Engel

PRELUDE										
GREETING & ANNOUNCEMENTS

(please hold any applause until the conclusion of the service)
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257 (v.1)

OPENING PRAYER
Gracious God, this season we remember how the prophet said: "The virgin will give birth to a son
and they will call him "Immanuel" — which means, "God with us."" God, remind us that in the
coming of your Son you wanted us to know that you are with us in the valleys, in the the wilderness
and in every storm we will ever face. You are with us always. For this we give thanks. Amen.
OPENING HYMN 			

Calvary Choir & Belle Voce - "Peace On Earth (Silent Night)"
SENDING HYMN

ALL ARE WELCOME!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Bellcanto - "Carol Of Prophecy" - Shirley W. McRae

BENEDICTION 							

Service of Lessons & Carols

Flute Choir directed by Karen Erickson
Organist/Keyboard: Nancy Schroeder
French horns - Libby & Michael Brossart
Oboe - Joelle Burreson
Percussion - Todd Blaser

		

People Look East ELW 248 (v.1,3,4)

READING 1:
(Genesis 1) 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.3
And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he
separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.”
And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. On the fourth day… ( 14 And) God said,
“Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve as signs
to mark sacred times, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the sky to give light
on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to govern the day and the
lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them in the vault of the sky to give
light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw
that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and there was morning—the fourth day.
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Bellcanto - "Lost in the Night," arr. C. Moklebust

Voices of Praise - "All Is Well" - arr. Lloyd Larson
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READING 5:
(Matthew 2) After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from
the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed,
and all Jerusalem with him.4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of
the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for
this is what the prophet has written: 6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 7 Then
Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had appeared. 8 He sent
them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report
to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way,
and the star they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the
child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11 On coming to the house, they saw the child
with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in a dream not
to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

READING 2:
(Isaiah 9) 2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep
darkness a light has dawned. 6For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be
on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace. 7Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s
throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that
time on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.

Calvary Choir - "True Light," by Keith Hampton
READING 3:
(Luke 2) 1 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman
world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone
went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were
there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him
in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.
HYMN
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Once In Royal Davids City ELW 269
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Bell Voce - "Keep Your Lamps" - arr. John Helgen

READING 4:
(Luke 2) 8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at
night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and
saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
15
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 16 So they hurried
off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had
heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.
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Bellcanto - "We Three Kings" - J. Hopkins Jr/arr. J. Raney
READING 6:
(John 1) 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He
was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made
that has been made. 4 In him was life,and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in
the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. 8
He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true light that gives light to
everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and though the world was made through
him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive
him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become
children of God — 13 children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will,
but born of God. 14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory,
the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.

